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hardness of hearing until 1880, when the affliction
rapidly developed. He was, naturally, very much
concerned at it, and in the summer of that year he
wrote to a lady of my household, " If this gets worse
I shall become wholly unfit to mix in any society
where two or three are gathered together." It did
get worse; it was constitutional and incurable, and
for the last quarter of a century of his life he
was almost impervious to outward sound. All the
more, therefore, was he dependent on the care
of the devoted friend who thenceforward guarded
him so tenderly.

II

The year 1868 was one of the most troubled in
Swinburne's existence. He had now reached his
thirty-second year, and there had succeeded a
reaction to his juvenile flow of animal spirits, to his
inexhaustible fecundity, and even to the violent
celebrity which had stimulated and incited him as
with the sting of a gad-fly. His first period of
creative energy had come to a close, and he had not
yet begun, or only now was beginning to launch
steadily upon, his second, namely, the celebration in
transcendental verse, and under the auspices of
Mazzini, of the ideal and indivisible Republic. He
was dejected in mind and ailing in body; the
wonderful colours of youth were now first beginning
to fade out of his miraculous eyes and hair. In
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